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Dear Readers, 

 

Welcome to the January 2010 edition of Preservation in Pink, 

which focuses on ―Places we love and lessons we learn.‖ As con-

tributors know, when I solicit for articles and photographs I do 

not necessarily have a theme in mind for the issue; however 

every submission has a way of fitting together. A theme is always 

revealed, which is one of the best parts of piecing together the 

newsletter. In these articles, it became apparent to me that we 

are expressing our love of historic places and our abilities and 

aspirations to continue to learn from our surroundings, tangible 

and intangible. Whether from academic research, a work assign-

ment, traveling, our own hobbies, or from a conversation, we 

are constantly soaking in new information, thoughts, and theo-

ries and applying them to the world of historic preservation.  

 

Contributors in this issue share lessons from across the United 

States and in Scotland. The type of lessons learned-academic, 

serious, accidental, frivolous, professional–is not important; the 

important part lies in the responsibility and actions of sharing 

lessons with others and continuing the cycle of education and 

preservation awareness.  The writers and photographs, including 

six new voices, have once again done a fabulous job of turning 

their preservation lives and thoughts into words and photo-

graphs to share.  

 

Thank you for reading and enjoy.  

 

Kaitlin 

From the Editor 
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Heather Cox 

 

Dinah Mason White was thirty-two years old when she was 

sold as a slave to Judge Stephen Jacob of Windsor, Vermont in 

1783 by Jotham White of Charleston, New Hampshire.  She 

remained in the Jacob household—despite Vermont‘s anti-

slavery Constitution—until 1800, when she was so sick, blind, 

and infirm that the judge allegedly threw her out of his house.  

With nowhere else to go and no other resources at her dis-

posal, Dinah became a ward of the town.  At a time when cash 

money was scarce, however, this dependence on town re-

sources soon became too much, and the selectmen of the 

town of Windsor (who also acted as overseers of the poor) 

sued Judge Jacob for Dinah‘s care.  At the time of the first 

court case in March 1801, 

Jacob was Chief Judge of the 

Windsor County Court, 

where the case was heard.  

Jacob, despite being directly 

involved in the case, did not 

step down from his position, 

and the selectmen of Win-

dsor lost the case.  They ap-

pealed, however, and soon 

the case was being heard be-

fore the Vermont Supreme 

Court in August of 1802.  In 

the time between the two 

court cases, Jacob had been 

elected a Vermont Supreme 

Court Justice; when the case was tried at the Supreme Court 

level in 1802, however, Jacob was not allowed to participate in 

the ruling process because of his involvement. 

 

Unfortunately, the court cases surrounding her care did not 

end well for Dinah.  The 1802 Vermont Supreme Court case 

was ruled in favor of Jacob; the judges presiding over the case, 

Judges Royall Tyler and Jonathan Robinson, decided that since 

the institution of slavery was outlawed in the state of Vermont, 

Dinah was technically never a slave.  The bill of sale was not 

allowed to be entered as evidence that Jacob was holding and 

treating Dinah as a slave, and Jacob himself, being a lawyer and 

judge, knew the law well enough to declare that once Dinah 

left his household, he knew he could not force her to return 

because he was aware slavery in the state was illegal.   

  

The story of Dinah and her troubles do not end there, unfor-

tunately.  Once the case was over, Dinah remained a ward of 

the town and continued to live as one until her death in 1809.  

She is buried somewhere in the town of Windsor, although 

the location was never recorded; it is possible she lies in an 

unmarked grave, or one with a simple stone with no inscrip-

tion on it. 

 

I first discovered Dinah‘s story this past summer, while an in-

tern at Historic Windsor, Inc. and the Preservation Education 

Institute in Windsor, Vermont.  The organization had pur-

chased Stephen Jacob‘s house on State Street and I was re-

sponsible for putting together a history of the property and 

the people who had lived 

there.  The basic story of 

Judge Jacob and Dinah was 

known when the property 

was purchased, but I had no 

idea how much the story 

would end up affecting me. 

  

Throughout the summer, as I 

uncovered more and more 

information about the case 

and the importance of Jacob 

himself—appointed by Presi-

dent George Washington as 

Vermont‘s first state attor-

ney, Windsor County Court 

Chief Judge, Vermont Supreme Court Justice, member of a 

team of men who officially established the boundary between 

Vermont and New York, etc.—I found more and more anoma-

lies I struggled to understand.  Vermont was the first state in 

America to prohibit slavery when the state‘s Constitution was 

written in 1777; yet there is evidence that slaves were kept 

and held by Vermonters, even influential ones.  Dinah is just 

one example.  According to the 1790 and 1800 census, Dinah 

was probably not even the only African American (and possible 

slave) living in the Jacob household; there was another person, 

as well, although it is unknown if this person was male or fe-

male, child or adult, African American, Native American, Asian, 

or any other ethnicity.  The fact that no evidence of this other 

person has been uncovered yet is frustrating, for that person 
(Continued on page 5) 

DISCOVERING DINAH MASON WHITE IN WINDSOR, VERMONT 
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The Jacobs House, as seen today. Photograph by author, May 20, 2009. 



CRM Work in Oklahoma City 

Maria Gissendanner 

 

One of the many perks about working in the CRM field is the  

opportunity and frequency of travel to cites that normally I 

would not visit.  A city that I never thought I would visit, but 

work found me there was Oklahoma City, the capital of Okla-

homa. I can tell you right now it was not anything like I ex-

pected. In my mind it was like Texas: warm, cactus, oil drills, but 

smaller. I was right about the oil drills; they were everywhere, as 

well as a celebration of the oil industry. (I found out that oil is 

the reason the city exists.) At the Oklahoma History Museum 

there is a large outside park dedicated to the history of the oil 

industry. The park is filled with all sorts of tools and equipment 

used in drilling oil. It was a good reminder that preservation en-

compasses all sorts of topics and the history and material culture 

of industrialization is an important subject that I know I don't 

always think about. 

 

Whenever I go to a new city for work, it is always nice to get to 

know the town a little bit and one of my favorite ways to do so 

(aside from just walk around downtown and look at tour maps) 

is to follow signs for historic districts and markers off the high-

ways. That is how I discovered Stockyards City. The stockyards 

are still active there with cattle auctions (which I unfortunately 

missed) and include a very cute, well kept, downtown block with 

tourist shops. While the area is surrounded by some rundown 

neighborhoods, mostly tenant housing, there are still architec-

turally interesting sites to see throughout the town. Included 

here are some photographs from my trip.  

Visit the Stockyards City Main Street website:               

http://www.stockyardscity.org 
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In Stockyards City: ca. 1900s oil drilling equipment from the state 

history museum oil park. Photograph by author. 

 A theater in Historic Stockyards City. Photograph by author.  

 Duplex House in Historic Stockyards City. Photograph by author.  

Visiting Oklahoma City?  
Things to research, visit, and check out: 

 
Historic Images of Oklahoma City from the     
Metropolitan Library System 
http://webinfo2.mls.lib.ok/usimages/okimages.asp 
 
Oklahoma Historical Society  
(for lists of historic sites, museums 
 and events) 
http://okhistory.org  
 

Route 66 in Oklahoma  
http://oklahomaroute66.com  



has a story—just like Dinah—which deserves to be told. 

 

By reading the court cases carefully, it is apparent that Jacob 

was sued not because the town felt that slavery was wrong and 

Jacob should be held accountable for his actions, but for the 

simple fact that as a ward of the town, Dinah was costing Win-

dsor more money than they could afford.  

Vermonters are fiercely proud of their heri-

tage, and this concept was one I struggled 

with; Vermont had been the first state to 

outlaw slavery, yet not many people seemed 

concerned that the practice was being car-

ried out anyway. 

 

One afternoon, I went looking for Dinah.  I 

walked through graveyards, looking at every headstone, trying 

to find her final resting place.  I couldn‘t find it, and doubt I 

(Continued from page 3) ever will.  But her presence is definitely still felt at the house 

on State Street.  It was rumored in the late nineteenth- and 

early twentieth-century that the house was used as a stop on 

the Underground Railroad.  The house was purchased by His-

toric Windsor, who was committed to fleshing out the story 

surrounding it, on the day America‘s first black president, 

Barack Obama, was elected.  A trip into the closed-off attic of 

the house one day in June revealed two 

rooms off of the stairway, which were 

probably used by Dinah and the other 

servant or slave (an issue which has yet 

to be resolved).  More than two hun-

dred years after Dinah had no choice 

but to become a ward of the town, her 

story has slowly been uncovered and 

told to the community; one less voice 

has been lost to the complexity of history.   

Dinah’s death notice. 

Source:  Spooner‘s Vermont Journal, March 6, 
1809 (Vol. XXVI, No. 1337), 3. 

Dinah Mason White 
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Read Andrew Deci’s new blog (www.andrewdeci.com) for preservation 

tales mixed with travel stories, and food reviews. Check his flickr page 

(andrew.deci) often for beautifully composed architectural, landscape, 

and travel photographs, among many others. Here is a snippet from his 

recent blog entry, “26 Hours and 1300 miles.”  

 

―There was virtually no one at Fort Williams Park the entire time I 

was there. I suppose the good people of Maine had either seen 

Portland Head Light one too many times already, were smarter 

than I and avoided the cold, or both. Without other tourists there 

it was easy to get the classic shots I snapped off on my tripod... 

many of the original structures related to the twentieth century 

fort are available for self-exploration. The fort was built at the turn 

of the twentieth century and served an important role during 

World War II and during the Cold War. Other similar forts are 

located throughout the Casco Bay area and mid-coast Maine. 

 

Portland is a great eating town and I intended on spending my day 

out taking some of the eats in. After a brief walk around the Old 

Port, I settled into Bull Feeney's Irish Pub for a quick lunch bite. I 

had an exceptionally tasty bowl of seafood chowder (haddock, 

shrimp, lobster, clams, and more) and a plate of mixed sweet po-

tato and regular fries. The chowder was completed with the ever-

important bit of sherry, which tends to help cut the rich cream-

based broth. Superb choice on my part, if I do say so myself.‖ Chebeague Island, Maine. Photograph by Andrew Deci. 

A Good Distraction: Photographs & A Blog 



Teaching the Care of Historic Homes In Order to Maintain Value & Integrity  

Page 6 PRESERVATION IN PINK  

really love buildings.  Probably more than my fiancé, and maybe 

even more than dog.  If I wasn‘t afraid that my body would 

become the hottest prison commodity, I would B&E into every 

building that caught my eye, just so I could see inside, how the 

rooms are laid out, what special character the building has, 

etc.  (I‘m sure knocking on a front door and asking nicely could 

yield the same results, but where is the challenge in 

that?)  That said, I have been known to go into blackout rages 

when I come across a house falling into disrepair.  The kind of 

rage where all I want is a dark alley, the building‘s owner, five 

minutes, and an atlatl.  Living in a college town with lots of frat 

houses and slum lords this happened very frequently.  

  

Admittedly, when it came to home ownership and building 

maintenance, I had one rule: maul first, question later.  Then I 

became Grants Coordinator for the City of Charlottesville, 

where part of my job involved administering federal CDBG 

and HOME funds that the City receives.  For many years, the 

City awarded part of its funding alloca-

tion towards a local non-profit that spe-

cializes in housing rehabs for low-

income homeowners who can not afford 

to maintain their homes.  This led to a 

sort of breakthrough for me: poor peo-

ple own houses.  I don‘t mean this in any 

sort of snobby way.  It is just that I think 

too often, we as preservationists assume 

that every homeowner has the means to 

maintain their homes, and those that 

don‘t are probably too busy swimming 

in their gold coins ala Scrooge McDuck 

to care.  Certainly there are many owners who fall into this 

category, but then there are the others, who have to choose 

between feeding their family, heating their home, or painting 

their house.  When faced with such choices not maintaining 

their homes is an easy choice.  Behind that rotted fascia there 

is a story, and who better than a preservationist to peel away 

the layers to find the underlying cause of a building‘s ne-

glect?  This social aspect of preservation is too important to 

gloss over and ignore.  That said, I‘m still a preservationist and 

I can‘t help but wonder, if someone cannot afford to maintain 

the building that they own, should they continue to own that 

building?  

 

There are many situations where a homeowner may find 

themselves in a home they can not afford to maintain.  Some 

Melissa Celii 

 

When I was eleven, my family lived on about 40 acres of 

woods in northern New Jersey (yes there are rural and for-

ested places in New Jersey).  One day I was riding my bike 

through the woods and I came to a clearing where three little 

black bear cubs were rolling around and playing.  They took no 

notice of me and just continued in their merriment.  I was so 

excited to see these little cubs (who were only about 15 feet 

away!) that I stopped riding and just stood there watching 

them for a few moments.  Soon my conscience (which 

sounded more like my mom and less like Jiminy Cricket) 

started saying something I had heard many times before, if you 

ever come across bear cubs, get away quickly or the mama bear 

may think you are endangering them. I quickly took my eyes from 

the little cubs and looked around for Mama Bear and sure 

enough, just a little bit beyond the cubs was a much larger and 

not so cute bear who had definitely taken notice of me.  Need-

less to say I was back on my bike and 

peddling as fast as my scrawny little legs 

could go.  I don‘t think I ever had (or 

ever will again) rode so fast.  

  

Now I‘m sure many of you are wonder-

ing what this has to do with preserva-

tion, and perhaps thinking it would have 

been better if the bear did maul me so 

you wouldn‘t have to read through my 

random ramblings, so let me tie my near 

death experience (at least it felt that 

way at eleven) to glorious historic pres-

ervation…wait for it…  We preservationists are the Mama (or 

Papa) Bears of the built and material environment.  We just 

love cute little historic houses and would gladly spend an after-

noon sunning ourselves at an historic landscape.  Downtown 

reeks of our preservation-y scent, and many of us hibernate 

through the winter when it is too cold to dig in the dirt.  But 

perhaps most important is that we are very protective to what 

is near and dear to us and wouldn‘t think twice of ripping 

someone‘s arm off if we thought they were about to cause 

harm to something of significance (‗honestly officer, I had to 

disembowel that man.  He was holding a vinyl siding cata-

logue!‘)  We can‘t help it; it is just part of being a preservation-

ist.  

  

Before I go on, I should mention that I love buildings.  I mean I 

“We preservationists are 

the Mama (or Papa) Bears 

of the built and material 

environment.  We just love 

cute little historic 

houses and would gladly 

spend an afternoon sunning 

ourselves at a historic 

landscape.” 
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times they may be an elderly homeowner who has been a re-

sponsible homeowner for years but is now on a fixed income 

that is much less than they are used to.  Other times, a child 

may inherit a house that they would not have been able to buy 

otherwise.  And there are those who simply bought more 

house than they can afford.  These owners are not the hunters 

or wolves of historic housing, but are instead hurt deer who 

truly mean no harm to the buildings we love.   

 

For many of these homeowners the only option they have 

when it comes to maintaining their homes are nonprofits who 

specialize in home rehabs for low or moderate income home-

owners.  These groups often have long waiting lists for the 

work to get done, so that often, by the time the work is com-

pleted, the houses needed a complete rehabilitation.  These 

nonprofits are also working with limited budgets and re-

sources.  So having to do a lot of work with limited budgets 

often means using bulk and affordable options.  It is also im-

portant to make sure that any updates to the houses are able 

to be low maintenance and long lasting.  This may mean replac-

ing clapboard siding with vinyl (dun dun duuunn).  While any 

home rehab that utilizes federal funds, like CDBG, needs to 

complete a Section 106 review, it is rare that any of the houses 

are deemed eligible, as they are ‗of a style seen throughout the 

Commonwealth.‘   

 

I think such nonprofits are truly miracle workers.  At their 

core they are providing a better quality of life for the people 

they serve.  It is not about historic preservation but about de-

cent and safe housing for all.  No one should live in substan-

dard housing because of their income.  That said, I can‘t help 

but wonder what the long term and large scale impact is when 

anywhere from 10 to 15 ―non-eligible‖ houses are rehabbed 

each year across the City.   

 

So what are we Mama and Papa Bears to do when these other-

wise innocent deer turn out to threaten our baby bear build-

ings?  I think it is important for us to have good relationships 

with the nonprofits who do these rehabs.  Maybe we can point 

out some more preservation friendly materials and methods.  

Maybe we could be able to document buildings before they are 

rehabbed.  Maybe we could help them better determine which 

houses are truly significant.  It is also important to make sure 

that we educate homeowners about the treasures that they 

own.  Many times they think they just own old dilapidated 

houses, and it should be our job to let them know the value of 

what they own.   

 

If nothing else it is important for we preservationists to make 

sure we take a moment before the maul instinct takes over to 

find out whether the negligent homeowner is a deer or a wolf.  

We have an important responsibility to protect and advocate 

for what no one else is, but we also have a deeper responsibil-

ity towards helping others and caring for those who don‘t have 

the means to provide for themselves.  Going forward, when 

we see a house that is on a slow march to demolition through 

neglect, I recommend knocking on the door, asking for the 

most recent W-2 and pay stub.  If after review you find that 

the homeowner has the means to maintain their historic home 

but doesn‘t, feel free to remove their jugular from their neck.  

If it turns out that they do not have the means to maintain 

then I would recommend trying to put them in touch with a 

group who can help them.  I think that by working with these 

homeowners and helping them improve the quality and envi-

ronment which they live, we can teach them about the value of 

their homes and in the process recruit new advocates to our 

cause.  How better to protect the bear cubs (cough cough 

buildings) that we love than be adding to the number of people 

who love and protect them too? 

Perhaps the fate of this “half house” would have been different if the 

owners had a better appreciation of the value of historic buildings and 
knew how to care for them. Photograph by Sabra Smith.  



So what do conservation areas cover? Well, everything is the 

short answer.  It simply means that even small additions or 

changes to these areas must be approved by the local planning 

department and other specialist bodies such as Historic Scot-

land (who assign Conservation Area status and listed building 

status) and volunteer bodies, such as the Architectural Heri-

tage Society of Scotland. 

 

Perhaps I should also explain what a listed building is, for those 

that are not aware of it – this policy goes a little further than 

the US equivalent.  There are four layers of ‗protection‘, if I 

can call them that.  Buildings (in Scotland only) are listed as A, 

B, C or simply unlisted (no protection).  A graded buildings are 

internationally signif icant 

(famous building, famous 

owner and/or famous archi-

tect); B graded are nationally 

significant and C listed build-

ings are buildings which keep 

the character of an area.  

Certain elements of a building 

can also be protected, but for 

this article, that‘s a step too 

far. 

 

The Audits 

 

For this project, it is enough 

to consider that the historic 

environment in Scotland is 

quite often taken for granted. 

This results in a rather poor 

record in terms of preservation of our historic built environ-

ment in these locations, certainly in the recent past. Much 

more needs to be done to preserve our historic environments 

but also make them sustainable rather than obsolescent and 

derelict without use. Recording built environments not only 

records these buildings individually and within context, but 

practically can be used to determine cause and effect of design 

changes to one or many of these buildings. 

 

The Aberdeen City Heritage Trust, set up seven years ago to 

manage the conservation areas and listed buildings within the 

Aberdeen City boundary, contracted me 6 years ago to record 

the conservation areas of Aberdeen, starting with the five out-

standing conservation areas.  The Architectural Audit unit at 

Jonathan Scott 

 

Many of the buildings that non-national, or even Scottish peo-

ple, think of when they dream of visiting and touring Scotland 

are the castles, palaces and other nationally significant buildings 

there.  Little thought, generally, is given for the vast majority of 

buildings that make up our Scottish towns and cities.  Cer-

tainly, there is little thought about the character they give to a 

town or city – or even the significance of a single material and 

the effect it can have on residents and visitors.  Conservation 

specialists were so concerned about this lack of concern for 

simple buildings that create and influence the character of a 

place that conservation areas were created to protect them.  

This policy of creating con-

servation areas had greater 

emphasis after the regenera-

tion of Glasgow in the 1950‘s 

and 1960‘s when many of 

their fine sandstone tene-

ments and buildings in the 

city centre were destroyed 

to make way for a motor-

way. 

 

Perhaps at this junction, I 

should make it clear what 

conservation areas are – they 

are identified as "…areas of 

special architectural or his-

toric interest, the character 

or appearance of which it is 

desirable to preserve or en-

hance" by the S.61 Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 

Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997.  For those interested in this docu-

ment and others, please visit the online document entitled, 

―Guide to the designation, safeguarding and enhancement of 

Conservation Areas‖ on the http://www.scotland.gov.uk/ web-

site.  They are similar to American historic districts. 

 

Conservation areas can cover small villages to various areas 

within larger cities.  For example, Cromarty has one conserva-

tion area (unimaginatively called the Cromarty Conservation 

Area) and Aberdeen has eleven.  As an extra layer of distinc-

tion, five of the areas in Aberdeen are designated as out-

standing. 

 

THE ARCHITECTURAL AUDIT OF ABERDEEN 
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Bon Accord Crescent, Bon Accord Conservation Area, Aberdeen.  

Photograph by author. 
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Phase Four : CAD – where applicable and for specific and im-

portant streets, CAD work is undertaken.  Once all the rele-

vant data is collected, the information can be used to build the 

streets (in 2D) into CAD. 

 

Summary 

 

Due to the sheer scale and 

number of properties, and 

the fact that very few con-

servation areas in Scotland 

are fully recorded, the 

importance of this activity 

before many of these 

buildings are lost, is criti-

cally important.  Not only 

that, there needs to be a 

system in place whereby in 

future years these build-

ings a re-recorded.  Build-

ings, due to changing nature, 

demographic and obsoles-

cence will and need to 

change and adapt to be sustainable areas to live and work in.  

With this in mind, if recording is not rigorously conducted, the 

very reason for making these areas as conservation areas will 

be degraded and lost.  In Aberdeen, two of the eleven conser-

vation areas could quite easily be rescinded in the near future 

as no one remembers what they once looked like and why 

they were important enough to be considered as conservation 

areas (without detailed study).  In addition, a key conservation 

area in Aberdeen has a number of its buildings in its area de-

listed – it is beginning to lose its character I believe.  With the 

pressure to regenerate as strong as it was in the 1950s and 

1960s, it is critically important in Scotland to record these 

buildings as is before they disappear.  There are so many build-

ings in these areas, and if conservation areas in a city like Aber-

deen are under threat, it is of critical importance to start now. 

The Robert Gordon University has been ongoing for a number 

of years, and as well as recording areas in Aberdeen, they have 

recorded Nairn, Inverness and Cromarty among others. It 

involved the recording and analysis of historic environments of 

national and local importance. The basic concept is how to 

interpret historic buildings not as individual addresses or plots 

but as entire streetscapes – as architecture, collectively, forms 

a sort of social architecture or a creation of place. This infor-

mation then can be used to investigate the changes to individ-

ual buildings, such as signage or window replacement, and how 

this affects the street holistically.  Aberdeen has been tackled 

in two phases – and amounts to over 10,000 addresses within 

the city – Aberdeen is a unique city, where many of its historic 

buildings have been retained and respected (for the most part). 

 

Methodology of the Architectural Audit 

 

The methodology for the Audit was devised to be as simple 

and straightforward as possible to allow a single surveyor op-

portunity to cover as much area as possible. There are four 

distinct phases to the collection of data for this type of Survey. 

 

Phase One : Sketching and Dimension taking - sketching is im-

portant in this survey to capture the relevant details of a build-

ing. The sketches are used to capture dimensions and accu-

rately represent details that photos otherwise may not cap-

ture. 

 

Phase Two : Photographic Record - a rigorous photographic 

record is essential. It allows access to visual information and 

details, provides an accurate record of buildings at present 

time and is useful for presentation purposes. Modern software 

and a digital camera also allows closer inspection of finer de-

tails.  Typically, due to the number of buildings, this is where 

the audit stops. 

 

Phase Three: Literature Research (for specific areas) - a docu-

ment search and literature review is required to investigate the 

buildings, individually and as groups. Old maps, databases, 

books and local knowledge can be used to ascertain the his-

tory of a building and its many occupations. 

Bon Accord Crescent, Bon Accord  

Conservation Area, Aberdeen.  
Photograph by author. 

Preservation Vocabulary: Conservation Area 
 

Identified as "…areas of special architectural or historic interest, the  
character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance."  

 
according to the S.61 Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997 



Foundations in Education: The Importance of Preservation Education 

Kerry Vautrot 

 

When one can come to know and understand one’s place, with all 

it’s history, variety and complexity, and how that place may have 

shaped one’s life and experiences, one might come to know and 

appreciate the importance of these creations to all people. 

—Salvatore Natoli, 1992 

  

The built environment is the largest tangible link between the 

present and the past; it can tell much about social history, 

technological changes, immigration patterns and aesthetic 

taste.  Heritage education takes advantage of the lessons mate-

rial culture and the built environment offer.  In 

a real world context, students learn from their 

everyday surroundings simply by virtue of its 

all encompassing nature, heritage education 

opportunities exist everywhere: while shop-

ping downtown, walking the dog or conversing 

with grandma.  Through a guided approach, 

adults and children can be taught to appreciate 

these windows into the past and develop a 

greater understanding of their surroundings 

hopefully leading to a desire to protect these 

areas.  

 

Heritage education as a concept has many 

definitions and is used to refer in a generalized way to integrat-

ing historic preservation aspects into lesson plans or activities.  

Heritage education is slowly finding its way into classrooms 

and museums all over the country. The built environment is 

one of the most accessible and familiar resources to students 

of all ages, and by formally educating students to its worth and 

societal contribution they will be more apt to protect and ven-

erate historic elements. By developing a working architectural 

and preservation vocabulary students will learn to more fully 

understand their surroundings.  Sparking an interest in these 

subjects can further preservation practices by producing stu-

dents who can participate in educated discourse about their 

environment at every stage of life. This simple step can lead to 

a sense of civic engagement and pride of place. 

 

One thing is certain, in order to incorporate heritage educa-

tion into mainstream education, the lessons must meet na-

tional and state standards in multiple subjects in order to fit 

into the curriculum. As standardized testing has been tied di-

rectly to funding, it has severely limited the number of non-

traditional lessons that can be used in the classroom and 

caused many educators to teach specifically for the test. Inte-

grating the subject into existing curricula and core subjects 

provides not only a more responsive educational system but a 

logical academic model. Through a multi-disciplinary approach 

students learn how to relate different subjects to each other 

and that classroom learning can have real world applications. 

Nearly all programs developed for the classroom since 2001 

meet national education standards on some level. 

 

Technology is changing the face of heritage education program-

ming by introducing far away sites to inter-

ested parties and enabling interaction between 

organizations and students at the speed of a 

modem. The wide use of the internet allows 

for increased access to lesson plans, activities 

and resources. As budgets tighten for muse-

ums, public schools and non-profits the ability 

to travel to important sites is limited, but 

through electronic fieldtrips and virtual visits 

to historic sites, the sites come to the stu-

dents. 

 

Over the past nine years, State Historic Pres-

ervation Offices have seen an increased trend 

toward outreach heritage education programming. With a 

plethora of grants available to fund these programs encourages 

activity creation. Many states have improved their built envi-

ronment education efforts. However, most states have still yet 

to implement an information sharing program to link heritage 

education organizations within the borders. Linked, informed 

organizations can create stronger programming by learning 

from other heritage educators‘ experiences. 

 

The national and federal involvement in heritage education is 

undoubtedly important and brings credibility to the subject. 

The National Park Service, National Trust for Historic Preser-

vation and other federal level organizations have paved the 

way for heritage education‘s increased acceptance and pio-

neered revolutionary programming. Perhaps the most valuable 

role these organizations play is their ample experience, under-

standing, and a willingness to act as a resource for other locali-

ties and programs. 
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“Sparking an interest in these 

subjects can further 

preservation practices…  

this simple step can lead to a 

sense of civic engagement 

and pride of place.” 



Not to be overlooked, preservation related non-profits appear 

to be heritage education‘s greatest advocates. Many elements 

contribute to this conclusion: the number of experienced grant 

writers available in these organizations, the staff‘s passion for 

the subject matter and their flexibility. These nonprofit entities 

often partner with school systems and create their own pro-

gramming therefore providing their expertise and sharing their 

enthusiasm for the topic. 

 

Certainly not every student exposed to built environment edu-

cation will become an architect, planner or preservationist, and 

that is not the point of heritage education. Heritage education 

is a valuable tool that can be used to expand the learning envi-

ronment; to empower students with a sense of place. Through 

current heritage education programs in classrooms, museums 

and non-profit outreach organizations an increasing number of 

students are being introduced to their historic national, state 

and local assets. Preservationists work diligently to save frag-

ments of a collective history, but if future generations lack the 

appreciation and understanding required to support these ef-

forts, will all have been for naught? 
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Historic Preservation Books for Kids 
 

Preservation education is a vital component to developing a strong core of future 

supporters.  When the basic concepts of community, sense of place, history and the 

built environment are introduced to children in a fun and engaging way, we create 

an opportunity to help engender a meaningful pride of place. 

 

So, as you find yourself in need of the perfect present to introduce a little one to the  

importance of their surroundings, here are a few of my favorites from which you can draw: 

Architecture Animals  
 Michael J. Crosbie &  

 Steven Rosenthal 

 Preservation Press, 1995. 

 
Barn  

 Debby Atwell 

 Sandpiper, 2001. 

 
The Borning Room  

 Paul Fleischman 

 Harper Collins, 1991. 

 
Genius of Common Sense: Jane Jacobs and the Story of The 

Death and Life of Great  

American Cities 

 Glenna Lang, Majory Wunsch 
 David R. Godine, 2009. 

 

The American House of Styles Architecture Coloring Book 
 A.G. Smith 

 Dover Publications, 1988. 

The Little House 
 Virginia Lee Burton 

 Houghton Mifflin, 1942. 

 

On the Town: A Community Adventure 
 Judith Caseley. 

 Greenwillow Books, 2002. 

 

Round Buildings, Square Buildings, and  
Buildings that Wiggle Like a Fish 

 Philip M. Issacson 

 Knopf, 2001.  

 
Under Every Roof: A Kid’s Style and Field Guide to the  

Architecture of American Houses 

 Patricia Brown Glenn 

 Wiley, 2009. 
 

Why Buildings Stand Up: The Strength of  

Architecture 
 Mario Salvadori 

 W.W. Norton & Co., 1980. 

 
Do you have other favorite preservation-related children’s books?   

Send an e-mail to preservationinpink@gmail.com. 



LOST IN MEMORY, FOUND IN VERMONT: HILDENE 
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Meghan Bezio  

 

When thinking of the landscape and built environment in Ver-

mont, we envision quaint little villages nestled in valleys and 

historic farmsteads with large, 

impressive outbuildings. Rarely 

do we think of grand mansions 

and formal gardens, but tucked 

away in the Shires of Southern 

Vermont is Hildene, the Colo-

nial Revival mansion of Robert 

Todd Lincoln. The house built 

in 1905 by Abraham and Mary 

Todd Lincoln‘s son Robert is 

located in historic Manchester 

Village in Bennington County.  

 

My first time visiting this exqui-

site site was at the age of 

twelve while on a family vaca-

tion to Isle La Motte, an island 

in northern Vermont. It was on 

our return to New Jersey (which I then called home) that we 

landed in Manchester. My dad has always loved to stray off the 

beaten path and take back roads to ex-

plore the landscape, and this summer day 

we happened to find Hildene. The nine 

bay, two and a half story home clad in 

stucco is approached from a long lane that 

leads your eye to the crest of the hill on 

which the house stands. I recall standing at 

the bottom of the expansive green in front 

of the house trying to imagine what it 

would be like if I lived in such a gorgeous 

place.  

 

Once inside the house, it was hard to es-

cape the amazing detail which covered 

everything from the furniture to the mold-

ings to the built-in organ on the landing of 

the staircase. Photographs of the Lincoln 

family hung on the wall in the dining room, 

lending to the distinguished atmosphere of 

this home. Most impressive, however, were 

the formal landscaped gardens at the rear of the house which 

overlooked the Green Mountains.  

 

I had forgotten its name after a few years, but the image of 

Hildene was forever burned into my memory and for many 

years after my first visit I pictured the mansion and its grounds 

in my head whenever I 

thought of Vermont. My 

parents could no longer 

remember the name of the 

place or its location either 

and I thought it was lost to 

me forever. 

 

By the age of 24, all I could 

remember of Hildene was 

that it was in Vermont, that 

it had some connection to 

a former president of the 

United States, and that it 

was a gorgeous mansion at 

the top of a hill. Upon 

moving to Burlington to 

pursue a master‘s degree in 

Historic Preservation at the University of Vermont, I immedi-

ately began asking questions to the native Vermonters about 

this place I remembered so fondly.  One 

day I was talking to a group of fellow pres-

ervation students about a project that I had 

been assigned to in Manchester and a girl 

who had been raised in Vermont men-

tioned a beautiful estate called Hildene. 

 

I immediately looked it up on the internet 

and was elated when I found out that this 

was the place I had visited with my family 

when I was twelve.  Naturally, I needed to 

visit Hildene again. And how perfect that 

my first graduate school project would be 

an assignment to survey all of the historic 

barns in Manchester! (Visit http://

www.uvm.edu/~hp206/2009/Manchester/ 

to read more about this project!)  

 

Since Hildene once had a working farm I 

had the notion that there might be some out-

buildings on the grounds, so during our survey of barns in 

Manchester my partner and I headed up the long lane to the 

Hildene, east elevation. Photograph by author, 2009. 

Abraham Lincoln’s top hat, one of three in 

existence. Photograph by author, 2009.  



site. We walked straight into the house where we were 

greeted by a tour guide asking where our buttons were. Since 

we hadn‘t paid the twelve dollar fee to 

get into the house, we did not have 

buttons, but began to tell him about 

our project for the Vermont Barn Cen-

sus. The tour guide was gracious 

enough to let us explore the house and 

grounds since we were there on official 

business, although he informed us that 

no historic outbuildings were still 

standing on estate proper (some his-

toric structures still stand on the mead-

ows in a valley below the main house).   

 

The interior of the house was more im-

pressive than I had remembered it. Most of the rooms on the 

interior were open to explore and there was even an exhibit 

featuring Abraham Lincoln‘s top hat! I recall gasping at the 

beauty of the gardens when I 

stepped outside of the French 

doors at the rear of the house. 

Hildene was just as beautiful as I 

had remembered it from twelve 

years ago, but I will never again 

forget its name and its association 

with one of the greatest presi-

dents to ever hold office in this 

country. I strongly encourage any-

one and everyone in the Vermont 

area to visit this remarkable es-

tate because it will be an unfor-

gettable experience. To read more 

about Hildene, visit their website at http://www.hildene.org/.  
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Formal gardens designed by Jessie Lincoln.  

Photograph by author, 2009.  

Materials & Textures at Historic Kenmore 

Kenmore, a National Historic Landmark, was built in 
the early 1770s as the home of George Washington’s 
sister, Betty Washington Lewis, and her husband 
Fielding Lewis.  The house and its outbuildings were 
once a part of 1,300 acre estate. The interior of 
the house has undergone extensive restoration, 
though the exterior is stunning as well.   
 
These photographs were taken by Andrew Deci at His-
toric Kenmore in Fredericksburg, Virginia. Clockwise 
from top left: wood shingles, slate roof, brick ex-
terior wall. Photographs by Andrew Deci. Find these 
and many others as part of the “Architecture” set on 
his flickr page (andrew.deci).  



Jamie Donahoe 

 

The field of historic preservation encompasses a broad range 

of specific disciplines, but in general preservationists them-

selves can be categorized into two primary types - preserva-

tion planners and advocates (i.e. desk-based) and building con-

servationists (i.e. hands-on). Many of the former, busy attend-

ing hearings, writing grant applications, and recruiting mem-

bers, etc., can feel out of touch with the buildings they love so 

much.  Fortunately there is a remedy - a way to get in touch 

with your inner 

conservationist - 

signing up for an 

adventure in pres-

ervation with the 

aptly named non-

profit organization 

Adventures in 

Preservation. 

 

AiP, former ly 

Heritage Conser-

vation Network, 

has been organiz-

ing hands-on 

building conserva-

tion workshops in 

conjunction with 

local communities 

all around the world since 2002. Workshop participants spend 

one to two weeks learning and practicing specific building con-

servation skills while volunteering at a preservation project. 

AiP volunteers have played with plaster and adobe in New 

Paltz and New Mexico, documented building inscriptions in 

Albania and wall paintings in Italy, and cut mortise and tenons 

in mills in New Jersey and North Carolina. These are just 

some of the more than two dozen different projects where 

AiP has provided volunteers and technical expertise. Each 

workshop is led by a technical expert, who teaches and guides 

participants as they work. 

Joining a workshop is a chance to learn some new skills and 

contribute to a meaningful project. Each workshop draws par-

ticipants from a variety of backgrounds, which makes for some 

very interesting interactions and provides a fabulous opportu-

nity to network with like-minded people.  

 

In 2010 Adventures in Preservation has projects at the Jay 

Heritage Center, Rye, New York; the Bartow-Pell Mansion 

Museum, Bronx, New York; a 17th century cottage in Slovenia; 

an Ottoman-era stone house in Gjirokastra, Albania; a shotgun 

house in Cairo, Illinois; and an earth-quake damaged building in 

Gyumri, Armenia. Information about these projects is available 

from www.adventuresinpreservation.org/workshops.htm.  

 

AiP's projects are more than pure preservation and restora-

tion; they are 

proof that pres-

ervation is a 

powerful tool 

for change. The 

shotgun house 

restoration pro-

ject in Cairo, 

Illinois, for ex-

ample, is part of 

a larger effort to 

create affordable 

housing, which in 

turn is part of an 

effort to revitalize 

the city of Cairo, 

which has been in 

decline for decade. Citizens are fighting back and working to 

create a new Cairo by 2020.  

 

To learn more about how you can get your hands on a historic 

building, see AiP's website: www.adventuresinpreservation.org. 

You can also follow them on Twitter:  

http://twitter.com/handsonhistory. 
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VOLUNTEERING AND GETTING IN TOUCH WITH YOUR INNER CONSERVATIONIST  

Italian conservator Alma Ortolan and a volunteer 

from the Philippines discuss their work document-
ing wall paintings at the Cloister of San Giovanni 

Battista, Serravale, Italy. Photograph courtesy of  
Jamie Donahoe, AiP.  

SIUC School of Architecture student Toni Lettiere 

takes a profile of the porch railing of the shotgun 
house at 2910 Sycamore Street, Cairo, Illinois. 

Photograph courtesy of Jamie Donahoe, AiP.  

Adventures in Preservation Mission Statement 

Adventures in Preservation supports community-driven projects around the world directed toward the 

conservation of architectural heritage. Through a network of experts, volunteers and community 

members, AiP increases awareness of the significance of historic structures, provides hands-on 

training in building conservation skills, and assists in the completion of projects, all in  

support of sustainable development and long-term economic growth. 



Bethany Frank     

Once upon a time there was a boy. He would wake up early, 

put on his cap and knapsack filled with papers, and stand on 

the street corner yelling, ―READ ALL ABOUT IT!‖  

As time changed, he no longer stood on the corner yelling. 

Rather he would climb on his bike and pedal through town 

throwing papers on people‘s stoops. Times continued to 

change, and the boy no longer woke early to put on his cap 

and knapsack. He now stumbles from his bed at the time of his 

choosing, grabs a cup-o-Joe and sits at his computer to wait 

for the browser to load. He then glances through his RSS as he 

decides the news he wants to read and the news he wants to 

share.  

Journalism has changed. It has evolved. People no longer need 

to rely on the little boy wearing his cap and knapsack. People 

now create and share news on their timetable in ways they 

desire. But why talk journalism in a publication focused around 

preservation? To protect and maintain: the main goal of both 

journalism and preservation.  

Journalism‘s job or purpose is not simply the sharing or broad-

casting of information, but rather establishing the outlet for 

communication within a society. It protects and maintains the 

means of communication for the people. Journalism acts as the 

fourth branch to the government completing the checks and 

balance created by the other three branches. It provides an 

outlet for the people‘s voice to truly be heard. It enables the 

people to preserve their ultimate goals for their government.  

Journalists worldwide are weary of the new turn journalism 

has taken. Newspapers are fading out along side traditional 

broadcast news. Journalism is transcending beyond the simplic-

ity of covering a beat and finding the story.  

It has become viral. The people have created an outlet for 

themselves. They have developed a way to broadcast their 

voices louder than even The New York Times could carry.  

It wasn‘t a news station that broke the ―Tiger Woods Scan-

dal,‖ but rather a Twitter posting. At 140-character posts at a 

time, people continue to share the Woods‘ most intimate de-

tails. Even our president utilized these new techniques to ad-

vance in his political campaign in the 2008 election.  

Journalism is a career for and of the people. It is about com-

municating the information the people want and need to hear 

to assist in the progression of society.  

Some are afraid of what the "Web 2.0 World" brings to the 

realm of journalism. Some are afraid that because journalism 

isn't a licensed profession, like a doctor or lawyer, that it in 

some way limits the quality of information, which to some ex-

tend is a merited concern.  But perhaps, just maybe, this Web 

2.0 World will challenge communication instead of limiting it. 

Perhaps the evolution of the Internet will assist journalism in 

maintaining its purpose.  

Yes. There will always be folks that misuse the information or 

the tools.  Yes. It does challenge the validity of some informa-

tion. But what it challenges could, and should, introduce a new 

realm of communication.  

You see, preservation isn't just about ensuring that the "old" 

sticks around. Preservation is more than just digging up bones 

or restoring art. Preservation is about ensuring that the old 

remains relevant. It is about the "why." Why King Tut was 

brought to Dallas, Texas. Why are they restoring the Sistene 

Chapel. Why communities bind together to save a tree.  

Journalism is about ensuring that the people remain relevant. It 

is about the "why." Why Twitter has become a phenomenon. 

Why everybody and their grandmothers (literally) are on Face-

book. Why you sit and read Preservation in Pink.  

So when we discuss preservation and journalism, we aren't 

talking about ensuring the little boy in the cap and knapsack 

has a job throwing papers. We are talking about ensuring that 

we preserve the purpose of journalism. Journalism is bigger 

and stronger than the roll of papers the boy once threw every 

morning. It is more than the simplicity of the design and type-

face. Journalism is the sharing of information. That, and only 

that, should be the concern for the future of journalism.  

The little boy in the hat and knapsack, he will be OK.  

CONSIDERING THE FUTURE OF JOURNALISM  

AS IT RELATES TO HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
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Jayne Gardens: Bringing a New Appreciation of Mid-Century Architecture 
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Results from the HGTV Architectural Personality Quiz: “Sturdy as a ranch house.”  
 

Simple and suburban by nature, you exude a cozy warmth that lets people know you don’t mind 
if they leave their shoes on in the house — it’s only carpet, after all! Family and friends 
are important to you, and you love having them stop by. While not overly fussy or vain, you 
care about your looks — but honestly, you’re happiest in sweatpants. To you, life isn’t meas-

ured in the goods you’ve acquired, but in time well spent. 
 

To take the quiz visit http://www.frontdoor.com/Buy/Architecture-Quiz-Landing/1133  

Kaitlin O‘Shea 

 

Architecture and housing types associated with suburban de-

velopment, particularly the post 1950s variety has never really 

caught my interest, academic or otherwise. Streetcar suburbs 

are interesting, but the massive migration to the automobile 

suburbs—not my thing. How-

ever, graduate school must 

be doing a good job on my 

appreciation of architecture, 

because I might be changing 

my mind. The building boom 

of the 1950s-1960s is now 

more appealing, thanks to a 

recent series of events.  

 

A few weeks ago, on the 

Preservation in Pink blog, I 

shared a quiz that tested ar-

chitecture personality and to 

my dismay, I am apparently 

―solid and sturdy as a ranch 

house.‖ Luckily the description sounded more flattering that 

the tag-line (see box below). And then in my architectural his-

tory class my professors gave a lecture about post WWII 

housing (mid-century modern) and discussed the meanings and 

potentials behind the ranch house and the similar minimal tra-

ditional style.  One professor said that mid-century (and later) 

architecture will be in the lap of the newest preservationists 

such as my classmates and me.  Suddenly I was intrigued and 

found myself debating if my house was a ranch house or mini-

mal traditional style and better appreciating my house.  

 

Having grown up in a ranch house that my grandparents built 

in a new development in 1957, it‘s strange that just now my 

interest in flowering, considering my love of family history. 

Perhaps it is because the fact of historic preservation surveys is 

that mid-century modern houses are coming up for determina-

tion of eligibility. After all, now the historic 50 year mark dates 

to 1960. With mass built housing, it is important to understand 

which developments and styles are distinguishable and signifi-

cant. While it may seem odd to think of 1960 of historic, if we 

collectively disregard all from the mid-twentieth century, we 

will lose a valuable portion 

of our story. Understanding 

this fact more than before 

this semester,  when I went 

home for winter break I 

pulled out some old pictures 

of my house as well as the 

original real estate advertise-

ment that my mom saved, 

pressed in a heavy book to 

prevent any creases.  

 

Take a trip to Port Jefferson, 

Long Island, New York in 

1957. Like many residents of 

Queens and Nassau County, 

NY, my grandparents decided to move out to ―the country‖ in 

eastern, rural Suffolk County. Reading the real estate ad 

proved to be great entertainment for my sister Erin and me. It 

advertised Port Jefferson as an ―up and coming community,‖ 

―country living‖ amongst ―rolling hills.‖ Residents would ―enjoy 

the finest boating, sailing, and fishing from the famous harbor. 

Many golf courses and beaches are in the vicinity.‖  

 

Sixty years ago Port Jefferson sounded like a great place to live 

with a high quality of life. And the real estate ad from Station 

Realty Company was not exaggerated, though visiting today no 

one would ever believe it or say the same things. My mother 

remembers her mother walking down the middle of what is a 

today a very busy, residential road. The site of my elementary 

school was a potato farm until the mid 1960s. Many of the 

The floor plan, from the reserve side of the real estate ad.  Courtesy of author. 



nearby houses were not built until the 1970s and 1980s. Both 

nearby shopping centers within relative easy walking distance 

served as centers of town, with useful stores like A&P and 

Woolworth‘s.  Today there are some useful stores and eater-

ies, but walking to them is not as easy as it once was.  

 

My ranch house at just under 1,000 sq. feet is one-third of the 

size of houses being built today in town.  But in 1957 the ca-

thedral ranch of the L-shape split level ranch started at just 

$10,900. Can you imagine such a price? Special features in-

cluded wall ovens, truscon windows, a laundry tub in the base-

ment, ceramic tile baths, hardwood oak flooring, metal gutters, 

and shaded lots on paved streets (see ad to the right). What a 

dream to those moving from crowded New York City.  

 

After rediscovering these papers that my mom has so carefully 

stored in the large hardcover book, I became more interested 

in local Port Jefferson Station history than ever before. While 

it tends to look like just a strip down the highway, every town 

deserves for its history to be recorded and remembered. Sta-

tion Realty Company, from where this ad is from, no longer 

exists and I cannot find any information about its closure. The 

model homes for these advertised houses are still standing in 

the same location, long after the highway expanded and the 

road names were changed.   

Knowing what existed before this land of ultimate suburbia can 

help to find remnants of it in our modern landscape. Ranch 

houses will probably never be favorite style, but I feel lucky to 

live in the same my house where my grandparents raised my 

mother and her siblings. The story is ours to piece together 

and tell, with Mom able to answer most questions about the 

house and the town. 
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Jayne Gardens advertisement, ca. 1955, from Station Realty Company in 

Port Jefferson Station, NY.  Courtesy of author. 

Preservation Vocabulary 
Architectural Style: Ranch 

 
Dates: 1935—1975 
 
Origins: Spanish Colonial precedents; Craftsman 
and Prairie modernism 
 
Form: Asymmetrical one-story with low pitch roof; 
hipped, cross gabled, or side gabled roof; moder-
ate or wide eave overhang 
 
Characteristics: wood & brick wall cladding; deco-
rative iron or wooden porch supports; decorative 
shutters; ribbon windows; picture windows 
 
Source: A Field Guide to American Houses by Virginia 
and Lee McAlester. 1957 Ranch house in Port Jefferson as seen in 1990. Courtesy of author. 



Think Small in Your Preservation Efforts. Plant a Seed!  

Jennifer Parsons 

 

The ―sense of place‖ so prized by preservationists often fo-

cuses largely on the bricks and mortar of our imprint on the 

landscape.  Quite often, the bricks and mortar are built around 

a place due to their abundance of natural resources: water 

powered mills, coal chutes, iron smelters, and dairy barns.  

Yet, looking past the bricks and mortar to the land itself as 

something to be preserved is nothing new either: the Grand 

Canyon, our National Parks, and ocean shorelines have long 

been given grand preservation 

efforts.  Yet, even past preserving 

the land itself, we can look into a 

tinier preservation effort, as, or 

even more important as any of 

those giant efforts.   Preserving 

Heirloom Seeds, tiny maps of 

genetic agricultural information, is 

as important as any of those 

mammoth efforts of reclaiming 

old buildings and landscapes.  And 

this can be done in your very 

own home! 

 

Let‘s get basic: what is an 

―heirloom seed?‖  An heirloom 

seed refers to a seed that growers cultivated and passed down 

from generation to generation.  Heirloom seeds include varie-

ties of fruits, vegetables, herbs, and flowers which the large-

scale agriculture operations do not grow, due to their pursuit 

of productive, disease resistant hybridized plants.  Heirloom 

cultivars risk being lost in the wake of agri-business, as large-

scale operations do not grow these more unique and special-

ized varieties.  Gardeners debate what technically constitutes 

an heirloom: some say it needs to be over a hundred years 

old; others say that the seed must be traced back to pre-

WWII or the beginning of large scale commercial agriculture as 

we know it; some date 1951 as the last date for an heirloom 

to be introduced, before ―hybrid‖ varieties hit the shelves. 

 

Why do we care?  Well, our agricultural and seed diversity, as 

well as the gene maps for the information contained in those 

cultivars,  could be lost—and never regained.  The very same 

dangers present in the rainforest—a constriction of variation 

within plant varieties, could happen right here on our native 

soil.  Michael Pollan, with his ―Omnivore‘s Dilemma‖ brought 

many our food issues to light.  Big business provides food for 

the public that, quite often, lacks the nutritive value of other 

foods we could be eating.  The 2004 documentary ―The Future 

of Food‖ showed us that Genetically Modified Organisms, 

(GMOs) developed by large companies such as Monsanto, have 

even been sneaking into other non-GMO crops and tainting 

their unique heirloom qualities. Then, there‘s the use of pesti-

cides all over our food.  Continuing the gene pool of the culti-

vars we can grow in our varied locales may, and probably will, 

prove useful in our future.  If we 

lose all varieties but the Burpee 

tomato, we may find ourselves 

with no tomatoes left to grow.   

  

Consider the tomato.  The tomato 

reigns as king of the heirloom 

types, often regaled by gardeners 

as a more ―true‖ tomato eating 

experience. Did you realize they 

come in a rainbow of fruit flavors?  

There‘s the Green Zebra, with its 

namesake stripes of forest green, 

almost resembling tiny watermel-

ons.  Try the orange currant: 

crunch this small tomato into a tart 

explosion by popping it in your mouth.   Pink tomatoes appear 

just brushed with that red stroke of the coloring of ―regular‖ 

tomatoes.  Purple tomatoes contain meat with an intensity of 

color that nearly appears black, and are often attributed as 

sweeter than your standard red tomato.  Finally, there‘s the 

beloved reds we all know and love.   A red garden tomato 

sparks all winter gardening fantasies of what gorgeous and 

abundant life can spring up under the tutelage of a twinkling 

summer sun.  With names like ―Arkansas Traveler,‖  

―Mortgage Lifter,‖ ―Hillbilly,‖ and ―Weeping Charley,‖ reading 

the heritage of these varieties is nearly as gratifying as growing 

them yourself. 

 

Where does this fit into our role as Preservationists?  Well, 

for one, we need to recognize alternatives to the standard 

modes of what we consider preserving.  Historic homes, yes.  

Historic home with garden?  Sure.   What about including and 

growing the time appropriate heirlooms of your home‘s con-

struction period, and saving them?  Thomas Jefferson‘s Monti-
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Heirloom tomatoes. Source: Flickr user “clayirving”.  

Shared under Creative Commons License:  
Attribution-No Derivative Works 2.0 Generic. 



cello achieves this by maintaining a Center for Historic Plants 

with four plant collections, according to its web site: the His-

toric Iris Collection, a Rose Border, a Dianthus Collection, and 

the Leonie Bell Rose Garden.  They operate these grounds for 

visitors, and plants may be purchased there. 

 

Yet, stepping even further outside of the standard considera-

tions of historic preservation, Baker Creek Heirloom Seeds of 

Mansfield, MO discovered a way to bridge worlds: the world 

of passive preservation, where one can witness a thing being 

preserved, and the world of active preservation, in which one 

can engage in the act of preserving themselves.   Jere Gettle 

started Baker Creek Heirloom Seeds as a teenager. Now near 

30, his latest endeavor in rare seed preservation involves the 

occupation of an abandoned 1920s Roman Renaissance Revival

-Style Building in Petaluma, CA, and its reincarnation as ―The 

Seed Bank.‖  Here, numerous varieties of heirloom seed pack-

ets are made available for purchase inside an historic and re-

stored building.  Preservation of buildings meets preservation 

of home agriculture—Preservation Perfect! 

 

Therefore, when you think of preservation as a larger world 

endeavor, it can be overwhelming.  Reminders that tiny acts of 

preservation can happen every day, all around you, by all types 

of people, is pretty exciting.  In your home, you can plant a few 

heirloom seeds, and continue the tradition of home gardening.  

Eventually, when you get a little greener in your thumb, you 

might try saving your seeds.  This kind of grass roots preserva-

tion has been happening since seeds were first given from 

mother to daughter, father to son.  Small acts of preservation 

begin at home, in our daily lives.  Here, we can be true preser-

vationists: by engaging others in preservation, with the small 

gift of a seed. 

 
 
To get you through the winter blahs, I suggest ordering 

one of these lovely seed catalogs: 
 
Seed Saver’s Exchange, Decorah, IA:    
www.seedsavers.org 

 
Baker Creek Heirloom Seeds, Mansfield, MO:   
www.rareseeds.com 

 
High Mowing Seeds, Wolcott, VT: 
www.highmowingseeds.com 

 
Or check out the documentary “The Future of Food”:  
www.thefutureoffood.com 
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Vinny Healy 

Pip Needs a Rest Stop 

http://www.thefutureoffood.com
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A clay carve that Nicholas Bogosian crafted at Belmont Technical College 
in Fall 2009. Photograph by Bogosian. Read the associated article on the  

Preservation in Pink: “A Life in the Trades: October 2009.”  

NEWS FROM THE BLOG: A LIFE IN THE TRADES SERIES 

In the newest series, A Life in the Trades, on the Preservation 

in Pink blog, Nicholas Bogosian, writes about his experiences 

as a first year student in the Preservation Technology Program 

at Belmont Technical College in Ohio.  Nicholas contributes 

one post per month filled with lessons and photographs.  He 

began without any experience but is enjoying learning about 

the preservation trades, which seems to be a secret field. 

Readers have the opportunity to learn with Nicholas (without 

the exams!)  While this secret gives a boost to job seekers, the 

importance of preservation trades cannot be underestimated 

and needs to be shared. Nicholas‘ blog posts share his lessons 

as a way to share what he wished he could read when deciding 

on schools. While the facets of historic preservation are wide-

spread, very little information exists on the preservation 

trades. It is a field that deserves more attention, respect, and 

growth. To read the ―A Life in the Trades‖ series find 

―Nicholas Bogosian‖ under categories or search for ―A Life in 

the Trades‖ in the search block.  

 The Tuesday series “Preservation Photos.”  
 A new occasional series reviewing history by Ken Loyd. 
 Fun posts involving kittens; popular posts about the  
   demolished Lake Champlain Bridge; graduate school  
   anecdotes.  
 Upcoming changes to the contributors & resources pages. 

Send updates and suggestions. 

Volume IV, Issue 1 
January 2010 
http:///www.preservationinpink.com 
preservationinpink@gmail.com 
Kaitlin O’Shea, editor  

Flamingos at the  
Philadelphia Zoo, 

“America’s First Zoo,” 
2009. 

 
 Photographs “Flamingo” 
and “Abstract Flamingo” 
courtesy of Sabra Smith.  


